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COLDRUH FIELD TRIP 

Our next field trip, in conjunction with the Northern Earth 
Mysteries Circle, will be on Saturday, August 12th. We will be 
looking at some sites in Kent: The White Horse Stone, Kit's Coty House 
(dolmen), Lower Kit's Coty (the Countless Stones), Coldrum chambered 
tomb, Trottiscliffe Church (megaliths in the foundations), Addington 
Long Barrow and The Chestnuts burial chamber. Coldrum is on the ley 
described on television by Paul Oevereux. If time permits, we may 
also travel on to some of the places Tony Wedd describedi in “Skyways 
and Landmarks", which are not far away. It is a very rich area which 
should provide a very interesting, enjoyable and thought-provoking 
day. London Earth Mysteries Circle are planning several other trips 
too - see later in this issue. 


LETTERS 

from Richard Colborne, Pershore, Worcestershire: 

This Avebury plans business is something that won't easily go 
away. I'm very intrigued. I would hope that there is an opportunity 
here for earth mysteries people to solve the puzzle before the Old 
School archaeologists. It seems very unlikely to me that John Aubrey 
was working from anything other than his own personal observations, 
but his plan exhibits the sort of features that could result from a 
misinterpretation of a layman's description. That is, “a circle 
inside another" becomes concentrically placed; it is unlikely that a 
concentric circle would be transferred to one of the quadrants. I 
have been observing deficiencies in the speech/comprehension of 
ordinary people for years, and believe me, few use words such as 
horizontal and vertical, and most cannot explain these when asked. 
All words referring to juxtaposition cause problems to them. Could 
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the plan be a pre-personal-vis it Aubrey plan? 


A possibility that I prefer as a working hypothesis is that it 
was remodelled! You yourself have noted a certain 
topographical/positional relationship between Avebury and the White 
Horses. I have noted a post-Roman relationship between some ancient 
works and the Roman boundaries. I think I've mentioned long barrows 
in that part of our country, which certainly appear to parallel Roman 
boundaries. I fancy a major "Dark Ages'* remodelling of this area. I 
gave up researching at the time at the time I noticed a relationship 
between the Roman agriraensorial lines and Avebury. I just haven't 
been able to get back to it. 


from Norman Darwen, Sidcup, Kent: 



was laid over the grave. Other versions 
nagging wife for the witch. 


I have been interested 
to see mention in former 
"Touchstones" of smaller 
stones re-erected in 

relatively recent times. 
There is a stone, well known 
locally, near my home town 
of Preston in Lancashire 
which I feel may fall into 
this category. Known as 
"The Witch's Stone", it is 
to be found beside a path in 
the churchyard to the 
south-west of the ancient 
(but "restored") church of 
Saint Anne in Woodplurapton, 
a village north-north-west 
of Preston (SD499344). The 
local legend is that a witch 
was buried in the 

churchyard, and soon 

afterwards cracks appeared 
in the earth. It was 
assumed she was trying to 
make her way back to the 
surface, and so the boulder 
of the story substitute a 


The witch is traditionally called Meg Shelton, and in 1705 a 
Margery Hilton was buried by torchlight. She was later reinterred and 
buried head downwards! This would seem to give a date for the 
(re)erection of the stone. 


From Chris Hall, Fleet, Hampshire: 

You might like to consider the following as a late addition to 
the ’Strange Surrey" series Bob Skinner used to contribute: 

"On the evening of October 9th, 1889, a remarkably fine lunar 
rainbow was seen at Reigate. The moon was full at 1.26 on the morning 


of the same day. At about 7.20 p.m. the eastern sky was mostly clear, 
and the moon, not far above the horizon, was shining brilliantly. In 
the west and south west were some clouds; some light ones, radiating 
upwards from the horizon in the south west end of the lunar rainbow, 
and for a few moments mistook it for another light cloud radiating 
from the same point. No rain was then falling. The rainbow very 
quickly increased in brightness and extent, until it formed a perfect 
arch from south west to north east. At about the same time rain began 
to fall. For about a quarter of an hour the rainbow was very 
brilliant, and formed a striking object; some of the prismatic colours 
could be well distinguished, especially the purple and red." James B. 
Crosfield. 


BOOK REVIEWS 

The Well of Our Lady , by Robert Smith. 20 pages. Maps and historical 
illustrations. Published by the Ladywell Village Society, 47, 
Chudleigh Road, Ladywell Village, Brockley, London, SE4. 1JX. £1.00 

Here is a fine example of "how it's done": a fine piece of 
historical research. Ladywell today is a very urban part of Lewisham 
in South East London, not an easy terrain to go about tracing the old 
holy well which led to the name of the early settlement. Yet Robert 
Smith has achieved just this, by researching old maps and other early 
documents from a time when Ladywell was still farmland. The research 
proves the well existed in 1592, probably earlier, and traces its use 
and development into Victorian times. There has been a happy end to 
the search, in that not only has the site of the well been relocated, 
but the Ladywell Village Society have persuaded Lewisham Council to 
mark the place with a commemorative plaque. This is a sterling piece 
of research, recommended to all interested in the history of holy 
wells. 


Chris Hall. 

Mystery_ Animals of Britain and Ireland , by Graham J. McEwan. 210 

pages. Photographs, line illustrations, bibliography. Published by 
Robert Hale Ltd., £10.95. 

Of most interest to Surrey people for its ten page account of the 
Surrey Puma episodes, in which an alien big cat was reported on 
numerous occasions in the western part of the county. This is the 
best account in print, because Graham McEwan is the only writer on the 
subject who has studied loca l press reports instead of recycling the 
(often erroneous) national press accounts which are quoted in all 
other mystery animal books I have seen. 

There is little here in the way of original speculation and 
explanation, but the book is a useful compilation of the evidence for 
alien big cats, black dogs, lake and sea serpents and a weird 
menagerie of other strange beasts which have been reported in the 
British Isles. Quite a number of the accounts are collected and 
published here for the first time, and I am not aware of any other 
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book in print which covers all the varied mystery and out-of-place 
animals reported from Britain, from the time of the Anglo-Saxon 
Chronicles right up to a puma reported in 1985. The only omission - a 
surprising one - is a section on dragons, but perhaps this subject has 
been done to death by other writers. 


Chris Hall. 


++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
NOTES AND NEWS 


I have recently joined an organisation called Open University 
Graduate Research on Anomalous Phenomena, which is a branch of the 
newly-formed Association of Open University Graduates. The organiser 
has set up a Watkins-type postal folio system, and I sent a copy of 
Campus Lines as my contribution the first time round. If anything of 
interest to Touchstone readers comes up, I will report it in future 
issues. 

Landgn meetings 

The following meetings have been planned by the London Earth 
Mysteries Circle, to be held at the Maria Assumpta Centre, Kensington: 

April 25th - OVERVIEW OF TRADITIONAL PILGRIMAGE ROUTES, by Phinella 
Henderson. 

May 9th - EARTHLIGHTS AND UFOS - A UFOLOGIST'S PERSPECTIVE, by John 
Rimmer. 

May 25th - SOCIAL EVENING. 

June 13th - INSIGHTS INTO JEWISH FOLKLORE, by Derek Reed. 

June 27th - THE SIGNIFICANCE OF MIDSUMMER, by Ken Rees. 

July 11th -THE GAIA HYPOTHESIS, by Shan. 

No meetings in August. 

LEMC are also organising a number of field trips and outings: 

April 29th to May 2nd - CORNWALL, PADSTOW HOBBY HORSE AND DARTMOOR. 

May 6th - ROLLRIGHT STONES, to discuss monitoring equipment. 

May 13th - STALL AT LADYWELL MAY FESTIVAL, S.E. London. 

May 29th - STALL AT KINGSTON GREEN FAIR. 

June 16th-10th - TOUR OF KINGS LYNN AREA, NORFOLK. 

July 22nd and 23rd - LEY HUNTER MOOT, GLOUCESTER. 

August 12th - COLDRUM FIELD TRIP (see editorial this issue). 


<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
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TOWARDS THE FUTURE 
A wider context for alloteohnology 

by Philip Heselton 


Part 5 

Tony Wedd talked about "the ship that goes up but cannot be used 
for war", which suggests that our motives for using a device may be a 
determining factor in whether it will work. The "vibrational element" 
may also be important. Mary Long felt that the whole vibrationary 
level of the Earth may have to be raised before these devices would 
work on a general and widespread basis. 

In a more specific way, and integrating some of the above ideas, 
we could say that the time and place would have to be appropriate. 
The device may only work at certain times when it is linked in to the 
appropriate cosmic astrological cycles. This is really a question of 
attunement to the rhythms of the universe. A person truly in tune 
would only want to use a free energy machine at the appropriate time, 
anyway. This links in with the principles underlying such divinatory 
techniques as horary astrology, with natural birth control, and is the 
underlying principle behind Taoism - the ‘"watercourse way ", to quote 
Alan Watts. 

Indeed, the machines may be capable of teaching us the harmony of 
the universe, by sensitising us, analogous to the function of the 
Kilner goggles. 

The devices are made of materials from the landscape. It seems 
likely that they may only work, or work more easily, at certain places 
of power in the landscape. It may well be no coincidence that Tony 
Wedd's work on free energy machines took place within 100 yards of 
what is probably a very significant power point (see "'Skyways and 
Landmarks Revisited"). The development of the whole field of Earth 
Mysteries since the early 1960s has put this context clearly before us 
and we now have a wealth of ideas, principles and practical background 
which can be put to use. Sensitivity to the natural energies is 
important, and I have elsewhere expounded on what I call "the spectrum 
of response" (see "Earth Mysteries - an Exploratory Introduction" by 
Brian Larkman and Philip Heselton), by which I mean the extent to 
which we merely experience the energies or the degree to which we 
interfere with the landscape. Allotechnology does imply some 
interference, and therefore should only be used with awareness of the 
implication, in other words, to know what effect any action will have 
on other parts of the same system: our role as part of Gaia, the 
planet Earth. 

This might well be an appropriate place to see how allotechnology 
fits in to the rest of our life. We have already made the point that 
it does not fit very easily with the principles of the dominant 
technology of our time, in its recognition of the importance of 
aesthetic design, personal vibration and motive, for example. 

It is with what has become known as "alternative technology" that- 
links might more easily be forged. Indeed, I would say that the 
technology of the future will be composed largely of the two branches 
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of what we now call alternative technology and allotechnology. 

The basis of alternative technology is that*of alternative energy 
sources: solar, wind and water power, together with wood burning. The 
integral factor is that these are all renewable, as opposed to the use 
of fossil fuels. Indeed, we can set out certain characteristics: 

1) They are renewable within a period which enables them to be 
sustained. 

2) They can be operated on a human scale - they do- not need large, 
complicated plant. They can be designed and built by the individual. 

3) As a consequence of this they can be decentralised. Every house, 
for example, can have its own solar panels or windmill. It would be 
difficult for any central power to control them. 

4) They are by their nature non-exploitative and have a minimal effect 
on their environment. 

5) As a consequence of all of the above, they can help to build peace 
and co-operation rather than conflict. 

It can be seen immediately that this is far more in tune with the 
principles underlying allotechnology than is orthodox technology. The 
integration of the two technologies of the future has really yet to 
begin, but it seems to me that this is a likely development at some 
stage. 

Tony Wedd suspected that the space people are not giving us the 
complete picture for any of the free energy devices and that we need 
to make an input ourselves. He used to say that when you point a 
finger at a flying saucer you point three at the Earth - these cover 
published writings in our libraries, research into fringe sciences, 
and the landscape. Particularly with work on free energy devices, we 
need to use all these paths if we are to build the new 
art/science/philosophy of allotechnology. 

The highly trained technologists of today do not necessarily have 
a head start over us, as the principles involved are very different. 
Indeed, those of us who have not been trained in those fields may have 
an advantage in that we do not have the preconceptions which can be so 
limiting by blocking off the possible ways forward. 

Technology has been seen as a male-oriented field and skill. 
Whilst this may be true of technology as presently organised, with its 
aims and orientations, this would not be so for the technology of the 
future - the combination of alternative technology and allotechnology. 

We are just beginning to see our way forward, but it will be worth 
while. I hope that these few notes may be a small step towards that 
process of integration. 


Philip Heselton 
10th April 1988 
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PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE FROM JIMMY GODDaRD 


SKYWAYS AMD LANDMARKS REVISITED. A re-examination of Tony Wedd J s work 
in leys and flying saucers. £1.18 

CAMPUS LINES. Results of a nine year project investigating leys 
around six university campuses. £1.18 

COSMIC FRIENDS. An account of communication with extraterrestrials 
over the course of many years, and information derived from it. 68p. 

TOUCHSTONE. Newsletter of the Surrey Earth Mysteries Group. 
Quarterly, £2 for four issues. 

AMSKAYA. Newsletter of the STAR Fellowship, concerned with 

extraterrestrial communication. Quarterly, £2 for four issues. 

ALL THESE PRICES INCLUDE POSTAGE. 

o-o-o-O-o-o-o 


EXCHANGE LIST 

QUICKSILVER MESSENGER, c/o ELTI. Hotel Wisata International, P.0. Box 
2457 Jkt., Jakarta, Indonesia. 

CAERDROIA, 53, Thundersley Grove. Thundersley, Benfleet, Essex. 

FORTEAN TIMES, 96, Mansfield Road, London NW3. 2HX. 

NORTHERN EARTH MYSTERIES, 103, Derbyshire Lane, Norton Lees, 
Sheffield, S8. 9EN. 

THE PIPES OF PAN, Blaenberem, Mynyddcerrig, Llanelli, Dyfed, Cymru, 
SA15. 5BL. 

FOLKLORE FRONTIERS, 5, Egton Drive, Seaton Carew, Hartlepool,, 

Cleveland, TS25. 2AT. 

WORD SPIRIT, Basement Flat, 23, Upton Park, Slough, Berkshire, SL1. 
2DA. 

THE LEY HUNTER, P.0. Box 5, Brecon, Powys, Wales. 

MAGONIA, John Dee Cottage, 5, James Terrace, Mortlake Churchyard, 
London, S.W.14. 8HB. 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE EARTH MYSTERIES, 49. Moorend Road, Leckhampton, 
Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, GL53. OET. 

MEYN MAMVRO. 51, Carn Bosavern, St. Just, Penzance, Cornwall, TR19. 
7QX. 

Our thanks to all exchange publications, especially those who have 
mentioned us. 

TOUCHSTONE is published by Surrey Earth Mysteries Group, 25, Albert 
Road, Addlestone, Weybridge, Surrey. Sub TWO POUNDS for four issues, 
please make cheques payable to J. Goddard. All articles are welcome 
and all are welcome at our monthly meetings in Addlestone. IF YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION IS DUE AN "X" WILL FOLLOW THIS SENTENCE: 
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THE INDEPENDENT Thursday 29 December 1988 


British scientists 
unravel mystery 


of giant 

RRITISM archaeologists are on* 
ravelling the mysteries of a lost 
African empire which once flour* 
ished In and around Ethiopia, 
and which at Its peak wai six 
times the size of Britain. 

Run from a vast royal city 
called Axum, 300 miles north of 
modern Addis Ababa, this long 
forgotten empire was ruled by an 
Imperial civil service and hy a 
king who gave refuge to the fol* 
! lowers of Mohammed when they 
fled from pngan Mecca at the very 
birth of Islam. 

Among the ruins a series of gl* 
ant stone obelisks, the tallest In 
the world, have long puzzled the 
archaeological world. Now UK 
archarolngisl Dr Stuart Munro* 
May will soon reveal full details 
about the mysterious civilisation 
yshlch built them. After 14 years of 
1 excavation and analysis Dr 
Munro*llay believes that the obe¬ 
lisks. some up to 100 feet high, are 
vast tombstones, erected for the 
greater glory of a series of dead 
Axumlte emperors. 

His findings will be published 
next year bv the British Institute 
In Eastern Africa, in association 
with publisher Thames and Hud¬ 
son. 

Underneath the obelisks the 
archaeologists, who were led by 
the late Dr Neville Chltlirk. the 
Institute's former director, found 
a labyrinth of subterranean royal 
tombs. Many of them contained 
elaborate burial goods. These In¬ 
cluded knives with ivory handles, 
bronze plaques inlaid with glass, 
Intricately-painted terracotta 
perfume Jars, elegant glass gob¬ 
lets and beads of cornelian, silver 


obelisks 

By David Keys 
Archaeology Correspondent 


and gold — all presumably In¬ 
tended to ensure that the Axumlte 
emperors lived as sumptuously In 
the after life as they had done on 
Earth. 

Before Dr Munrn-Hay’s re¬ 
search It was thought by many 
scholars that the civilisation of 
Mum flourished malnlv between 
the fourth and eleventh centuries 
AD. The new work has proved, 
however, that It Is of substantially 
greater antiquity, probably dat¬ 
ing from the first to the seventh 
century AD. 

At Its peak, the Axumlte mon 
archs ruled over a vast empire 
consisting of the northern half of 
what Is now Ethiopia, together 
with Yemen and parts of what are 
now Sudan, Somalia and Saudi 
Arabia, it was the only ancient 
sub-Saharan African slate to Is¬ 
sue its own coins and a recent dis¬ 
covery in South Yemen has con¬ 
firmed the sophisticated nature 
of the Imperial coinage system. A 
hoard which Included 850 Axom- 
lie gold coins in near mint condi¬ 
tion was discovered in a pot by a 
villager 100 miles north-west of 
Aden. 

Axum was a literate society and 
is Important to scholars examin¬ 
ing the origin and early history of 
both Christianity and Islam. It 
was only the second cnnntry In 
the world (after the kingdom of 
Armenia) In make Christianity 
Its official religion In 330 — 50 
years before the Roman Empire 
took a similar decision. 
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Giant obelisks at Axum, Ethiopia, which archaeologists say may be ancient imperial tombstones. 
















